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PELAGO APARTMENT COMPLEX — PRIVATE SECTOR PURCHASES 

725. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the revelations in today’s press that members of the Premier’s government were peddling private sector 
apartments to mining companies in the midst of sensitive negotiations. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I do not want to hear anymore, thanks! Just start again, Leader of 
the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I refer to the revelations in today’s press that members of the Premier’s government were 
peddling private sector apartments to mining companies in the midst of sensitive negotiations. 

(1) Is the Premier concerned that members of his cabinet were using their positions at a time of sensitive 
negotiations to encourage these purchases? 

(2) Was the Premier made aware of this practice by mining companies directly or through his office prior to 
last week; and, if so, what did the Premier do about it? 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) I do not have any detailed knowledge of the matters raised in that question, but let me say that the 

development of the Pelago complexes and the Pilbara Cities project is a very deliberate policy of this 
government. Prior to the 2008 election, I visited Darwin and I was taken by the extent to which Darwin 
had modernised itself with apartment towers and office towers, and had transformed into what most 
people would think of as a city. The Liberal Party, subsequently backed by the National Party, 
undertook the Pilbara Cities policy and, like in Darwin, we undertook to support the development of an 
alternative living style. There is no doubt that people in the north of the state, as shown by Darwin, do 
not always want to live in a traditional Perth house on a quarter-acre block or whatever it might be. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am answering the question. 

We want to give an alternative so that people can live in modern apartments and have an enjoyable lifestyle in 
a harsh environment. Just like in the Northern Territory, we recognised that government would have to lead; we 
would have to support developments to get them underway. As a result, the government properly took 
decisions — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As a result, the government properly took decisions to purchase units in the first and then 
the second Pelago tower. There were several objectives. First, to get a high-rise development underway, as 
almost, if you like, a demonstration to encourage the private sector to come in and invest as it has done in 
Darwin, transforming Darwin and providing an attractive environment for people working in a harsh climate. 
That is the policy decision that lies behind this issue, if you like, and it was properly made. The Leader of the 
Opposition may disagree with the policy — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition may disagree with the policy and he may criticise the policy, 
but I stand by that policy. It is a good policy and it will work. 
Another related part was to try to — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The other aspect of course was that only two or three years ago we had extraordinarily 
high rentals for accommodation in the Pilbara towns. 
Mr F.M. Logan: Still have. 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are a lot lower than they were at that time. In bringing on that government 
investment, we own units. We currently own more than we would want to. They will be used to accommodate 
government workers. As the Leader of the National Party said last week, why should highly regarded and 
respected senior people in government positions not have quality accommodation in the regions? Why not? The 
former Labor government did not do it. It did not give attention to housing in the Pilbara. Indeed, it did not give 
attention to regional development. It failed to address that issue. This government has addressed it. As it stands 
today, we have high-quality accommodation units. Most of it will be used to accommodate government workers, 
including those from the health sector. Others will be sold; others will be providing shared ownership 
opportunities. Members opposite may criticise that, but they will be looking back in 10 years’ time at 
a transformed Pilbara—in Port Hedland and Karratha. They will be looking back at that — 
Mr R.H. Cook: The transfer to Liberal Party bank accounts! 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I ask that that comment be withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER: I never heard it. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Further to the point of order, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was making a point of 
fact—the Liberal Party has received donations. 
The SPEAKER: I never heard that comment; sorry, Premier. Just carry on. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think I have made the point. 
The opposition may criticise the policy. We differ. The government wants to see the development of the north of 
this state. We always have. It has always been the Liberal Party that has achieved that, with the National Party. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is a Liberal-led government. Members opposite can laugh and snigger at the 
development taking place. They will be recorded as laughing and sniggering at the transformation in 
Port Hedland and Karratha. We are proud of that as a government. This government is transforming the north. 
That is the policy point of view. If the Leader of the Opposition believes that there is something improper in 
what has happened, he should by all means produce the evidence. He should give it to the relevant authorities, if 
he wishes, or give it to me. If it has substance, I will deal with it. 
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